






(H)=Humboldtian; L to R, Farida Jalalzai, Lisa Zwicker (H), J. Olsen, Joyce 
Mushaben (H), Petra Renner, Vice Consul, German Consulate of Miami (stand-
ing), Markus Wagner, Markus Thiel, Sarah Wiliarty (H), Melanie Kintz, Louise 
Davidson-Schmich (H) (standing), Jennifer Yoder and Angelika von Wahl at the 
participant discussion on “Gender and Governance.”

Gender and Governance:  
The Case of German Chancellor Angela Merkel
May 8-10, 2009—Miami, Florida

With the support of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the 
International Association for the Study of German Politics, the confer-
ence investigated the influence of a political leader’s gender on the gov-
ernance of her country from an interdisciplinary perspective. Speakers 
examined German Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel’s first term in office 
from a number of perspectives in order to assess what role her gender 
has played in her governance of Germany. Participants represented a 
range of disciplinary approaches, including political science, interna-
tional relations, history and law.

Organized by Humboldtian Louise Davidson-Schmich (German 
Chancellor Fellow 1996–1997), the event opened at the Red Fish Grill 
in Coral Gables, where participants enjoyed drinks and dinner on the 
ocean-view patio. Attendees, including Humboldtians and local par-
ticipants interested in learning about AvH programs, were welcomed 
to Miami by Petra Renner of the German Consulate. After academic 
presentations in the morning, a casual lunch gave attendees the op-
portunity to network and learn more about AvH opportunities, including 
the Humboldt Research Fellowship, the Sofja Kovalevskaja Award, and 
the German Chancellor Fellowship. The afternoon session was followed 
by a wine reception and dinner at a local restaurant, where participants 
enjoyed Latin American food. The evening provided Humboldtians 
a chance to network and to reminisce about their stays in Germany. 

Sessions concluded on Sunday morning with a roundtable discussion 
among the participants.

Nano-bio: The Next Transformative Convergence
October 14–15, 2009—Roanoke, Virginia

This two-day conference, sponsored by the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation and the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF), will as-
semble world leaders in Nano-Bio to exchange ideas, present latest 
findings, provide networking opportunities, and charter fruitful direc-
tions for future research. The Kolleg is being organized by Humboldtians 
Tom Campbell and Romesh Batra of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University in Blacksburg, Virginia. 

A diverse group of doctoral students, young researchers, and estab-
lished leaders are invited to engage the new generation of rising talent 
in this emerging field, forge new collaborations among research labora-
tories and continents, and address numerous challenges and promises 
in the realm of the Nano-Bio sector. Speakers include Professor Ferid 
Murad, 1998 Nobel laureate in Physiology or Medicine. Humboldtians 
are invited to attend the Kolleg. Program and registration details are 
available at: http://www.cpe.vt.edu/avhkolleg_nanobio/. 

Funding for Kollegs organized by Humboldtians is available by submit-
ting an application to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. Details 
and applications are located at www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/ 
32478.htmn.

Humboldt Foundation Provides Support for Kollegs 

Humboldtians and Kolleg participants enjoying dinner at a Miami 
restaurant.

Events and Conferences
American Friends represents the Humboldt Foundation in a variety of scientific conferences, career fairs, and academic meetings in the  
United States. Participation at recent and upcoming activities includes:

S.T.E.M. Career Fair for Postdoctoral Researchers 
July 22, 2009—Rockville, MD

American Chemical Society Fall National Meeting 
August 16-20, 2009—Washington, DC

German American International Network (GAIN) Annual Meeting 
September 18-20, 2009—San Francisco, CA

American University Job and Internship Fair 
September 24, 2009—Washington, DC

33rd Annual Meeting of the German Studies Association 
October 8-11, 2009—Washington, DC

Nano-bio: The Next Transformative Convergence (Humboldt Kolleg) 
October 14-15, 2009—Roanoke, VA

Society for Neuroscience Annual Meeting 
October 17-21, 2009—Chicago, IL

MIT European Career Fair 
January 29-February 1, 2010—Cambridge, MA 


